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In 2013, Windham Hospital continued to be a provider of cancer screening services 
through the Connecticut Breast & Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program.  This 
program provides income eligible women who are uninsured or underinsured free pap 
tests and mammograms, as well as additional diagnostic testing, such as cervical 
colposcopies, breast ultrasounds and biopsies.  In the event that a woman is diagnosed 
with breast or cervical cancer through this program, they then have presumptive 
eligibility for Title 19 Medicaid under the Breast & Cervical Cancer Treatment Act.  By 
mid-December of 2013, 59 women received free mammograms, and 72 women 
received free pap tests.  One woman was diagnosed with breast cancer, and one 
woman was diagnosed with cervical cancer; both went on to receive treatment for their 
diagnoses. 

Windham Hospital also began screening eligible men and women through the 
Connecticut Colorectal Screening Program.  Through this initiative, we collaborated with 
both our local gastroenterologist and surgical practices to provide pre-operative 
consultations and screening colonoscopies to eligible uninsured men and women over 
the age of 50.  A total of 22 individuals participated in this program during 2013.  No one 
was diagnosed with colon cancer; however some were advised that they needed to 
continue with colorectal screenings at a more frequent interval based on benign findings 
during their procedures. 

In November of 2013, as part of a Hartford Health Care system Lung Cancer Study, 
Windham Hospital began offering low dose CT scans to patients meeting specific 
criteria that put them at an increased risk for lung cancer.  Our Lung Cancer Screening 
Program Coordinator has collaborated with one of our pulmonologists and primary care 
providers to inform patients that this program exists at Windham Hospital, and to 
manage appropriate referrals.  By mid-December, 17 patients had been referred and 
had either been screened, or are in the process of being screened.  The goal of this 
study is to determine if there is a benefit to early low dose CT scans in diagnosing lung 
cancer at an earlier stage, which then could result in an increase in the number of lung 
cancer diagnoses being treated successfully. 

It has been proven that for some cancers, early diagnosis results in a greater 
percentage of successful treatment.  Windham Hospital is proud to be able to provide 
some of these lifesaving tests and treatment options to our underserved populations, as 
well as to those who are at greater risk for a cancer diagnosis. 

 


